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COMMUNIQUE
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY

An Affiliate of the Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc.
Meetings are held at 7:30 PM on the 2nd Thursday of the month
in the Lecture Hall, Los Angeles County Arboretum, Arcadia

April 2006 Volume 39 Number 4

Monthly Meeting: Thursday, April 13th - Kelly Griffin will be our guest speaker. His topic will be “Fun
in Western Mexico”. Kelly always puts on a good show, don’t miss it.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Plants of the Month: (see the attached write ups)

CACTI – Argentine Cacti SUCCULENT – Haworthia Clusters
Bring your specimens in for our monthly mini-show. It will help you prepare for the real shows and give you
an additional opportunity to show others your pride and joy.

Study Group: Join us on Wednesday, April 19th, when we will have our annual Seed Workshop.
Materials will be provided, including fresh seeds, pots and potting mix. Under the guidance of experts we will
have a hands-on chance to pot up some little gems. As usual, the meeting will be held in the Grapevine room
of the San Gabriel Adult Center, 324 South Mission Dr. (between the San Gabriel Mission and Civic
Auditorium) at 7:30 pm. Also, we usually have a large selection of cuttings and other plants donated by
members that are given away by lottery at the end of the meeting.

Roster: Errata & Changes
Errata: Page 4 Fouquieria is misspelled (removed the first r)

Page 18 should read Charles Young not George Young
Changes: Page 12 Change the Hemenway’s e-mail address to: Buckhem@sbcglobal.net.
_______________________________________________________________________________

Personal Notes: SGVCSS wishes to extend a warm welcome to its newest members Chris and Brenda
Manriquez. In addition, a belated welcome to Marlene Alvarado and Yawni Gautam as well as returning
members Rene and Teresa Hernandez as their names were inadvertently omitted from the March
COMMUNIQUE.

Jim Kellogg In Recovery, by Gene Oster - Jim is on the way to recovery! This week nurses transfer him to
a wheelchair by the side of his bed, and he gets to sit for a while to read or watch television. He is still on the
ventilator; he is doing his own breathing about 75% of the time, and the ventilator breaths for him the other
25%. Jim has been on the ventilator almost 3 months and may be off within 2 more weeks. Then he'll be on
oxygen for a while and possibly back home by mid-April. Right now he would probably really appreciate
cards or short notes: Jim Kellogg, c/o Topanga Terrace, 22125 Roscoe Blvd., Canoga Park, CA 91304

Neighbors Helping Neighbors - Foothill Unity Center, Inc. sends their thanks for moving our Holiday Party
to December 10th. See a copy of their letter at the end of the COMMUNIQUE.
________________________________________________________________________________________
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Anza-Borrego Field Trip Update-April 22-23, 2006
Please confirm with Jean Mullens that you are still planning to join us for a fun-filled weekend. We need to
know where you are staying and your approximate time of arrival. Friday evening you are on your own for
dinning and entertainment. If you arrive early on Friday you can stop by the Park's Visitor Center. Before
leaving home you could go to www.anzaborrego.statepark.org. Saturday and Sunday am. we will go to some
new unexplored beautiful cacti areas. Please bring your own lunches, hats, sunscreen, San Diego County
map, binoculars, drinks, and lots of film for your camera. We'll have our favorite margarita party at
Stanlunds from approximately 5:15pm to 6:45 pm. Dinner is at 7:00 pm at Pablito's of the Desert. There are
four different dishes to choose from ranging from $12 to $15. Please be prepared to give Joanne Wilner a
check at the meeting or if you are not at the meeting, please mail her the check. This is one of everyone's
favorite field trip, so be prepared for a fantastic good time. P.S. campsites always available
________________________________________________________________________________________

Upcoming Events: Be sure to check out the Calendar of Events and flyers for April events. Events are
added, deleted or changed frequently so don’t forget to take a look at the Calendar of Events every month.
_______________________________________________________________________________

March – Plant of the Month Results:

Cacti - Escobaria & Coryphanta Succulent - Agave

Beginner

1st Birgh-Dodson E. vivipara v alversonii 1st Birgh-Dodson A. "Blue Glow"

2nd Oscar Flores C. Sp 2nd Barbara Hall A. parviflora

3rd Pat Swain C. echinus 3rd Oscar Flores A. horrida

Intermediate

1st 1st Jim Schlegel A. filifera

2nd 2nd Jim Schlegel A. parviflora

3rd 3rd

Advanced

1st C & P Maker E. zilziana 1st Yvonne Hemenway A. patonii

2nd C & P Maker C bumamma 2nd Frank Nudge A. victoria regina var.

3rd Tom Glavich C. sulcata v nichelsai 3rd Rita Gerlach A. ktsusyokan

3rd Barbara Nolan A. nana

Master

1st 1st Jim Hanna A. isthensis

2nd 2nd Jim Hanna A. victoria reginae

3rd 3rd Jim Hanna A. leopoldii

______________________________________________________________________________________

If you have a cactus or succulent related event that you’d like to have announced in the COMMUNIQUE,
please forward the information to the address given below. Please verify event dates - sometimes events
are rescheduled or canceled without adequate advance notice. Articles, Notices and Corrections can be
sent via e-mail to: sgv_css@prodigy.net or via post to: San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society
Newsletter Editor, c/o Evelynn Stevens, 10119 ½ E. Olive St., Temple City, CA 91780-3345. Material
must be received by the last Thursday of the month to be considered for publication in the next issue of the
COMMUNIQUE.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Happiness is knowing that a flower will grow where you have planted a seed.
Author Unknown
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San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society

Cacti of the Month April 2006 - Cacti of Argentina

Argentina is the home to about 34
genera of cacti, with at least two
genera endemic to the country. The
land area of Argentina is about 30%
that of the United States. Argentina
is roughly 2000 miles long, but only
700 miles wide at its widest point.
The climate changes from high
plains near Bolivia, to subtropical
humid areas near Brazil, to the
grasslands of Patagonia. The
Western Border is the high
elevations of the Andes. The
altitude runs from sea level to 22,000
feet. As might be expected, with this
kind of

geographical variation, the natural
growing conditions vary
considerably.

The best known, and the genus most
associated with Argentina is
Gymnocalycium. Although the
genus stretches into all of the
adjacent countries except Chile,
Argentina has the lion’s share of the
most collectable and best species.

Gymnocalycium horridum

The highlands of the North are also
home to many wonderful Rebutia
and Lobivia.

Near the Brazil and Paraguay border
there are many great Parodia.

Somewhat ignored is a wealth of
under reported Opuntias that stretch
the full length of the country.

Tom Glavich March 2006
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A very incomplete list of the Cacti of Argentina

Acanthocalycium Gymnocalycium Opuntia Pyrrhocactus
all ambatoense argentina andreaeanus

andreae armata bulbocalyx
Austrocactus baldianum clavarioides megliolii

bayrianum erectoclada strausianus
Blossfeldia bicolor schickendantzii umadaeve

liluptana bodenbenderianum spegazzini
bozsingianum sulphurea Rebutia

Cereus bruchii aureiflora
aethiops calochorum Oreocereus costata
argentinensis capillaense celsianus deminuta
azureus castellannosii trollii einsteinii
chalybaeus erinaceum fabrisii
forbesii gibbosum Parodia grandiflora

horridispinum aureispina haagii
Cleistocactus hybopleurum campestrae krainziana

baumannii leeanum catamarcensis marsoneri
jujuyensis mostii chrysacanthion minuscula
smaragdiflorus nidulans faustiana senilis

occultum fechseri spegazziniana
Denmoza pflanzii herzogii spinossimia

erythrocephala platense horrida
rhodacantha quehlianum hummeliana Setiechinopsis

ragonesii malyana
Echinopsis riojense mammulosa Stetsonia

aurea saglionis microsperma
candicans schickendantzii mutabils Trichocereus
eyriesii spegazzini nivosa angelesii
hamatacantha stellatum pencillata bruchii
leucantha triacanthum piltziorum candicans

pluricentralis grandiflorus
Eriocereus Lobivia rigida poco

marinii chrysantha riojensis purpureopilosus
jusbertii densispina rauschii schickendantzii
tortuosus ferox sanguiniflora spachianus

famatimensis setosa tercheckii
Frailea haematantha spegazziniana

pumilla jajoiana uebelmannianum Weingartia
pygmaea marsoneri neumanniana
schlinzkyana saltensis Pfeiffera

sanguiniflora ianthothele Tephrocactus
silvestrii articulata

Pterocactus geometricus
Notocactus all glomerata

corynodes molinensis
erinaceus
ottonis
sessiliflorus
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San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society

Succulent of the Month April 2006 – Haworthia Clusters

Haworthia, along with Aloe and Gasteria
are part of the Aloaceae family.
Haworthia are native exclusively to
South Africa, and almost all from a
Mediterranean environment not that
different from Southern California. Most
are easily grown, preferring some shade
and growing mostly in the early autumn
and spring through early summer.

Haworthia hybrid korizato

Most Haworthia will form clusters, if
given enough time, although a few
species will remain as single plants
unless the growing tip is damaged. This
month all multi-headed specimens are
welcome in the monthly competition.

Haworthia are notable for their variety of
appearance. Almost all of the species
have varieties, forms, cultivars, and
plants propagated from selected
individuals. It is possible to develop a
large collection of Haworthia with
remarkable variation in shape, texture
and form. Bruce Bayer’s Haworthia
Revisited is the best guide to forms, and
intergrades between species.

There are roughly sixty species, however
there is widespread disagreement on the
meaning of the word species as applied
to Haworthia. Many species intergrade,

with gradual variation from one species
to another. Intergrades between three
or more species are also found. On top
of this many species are highly variable.
Bayer’s books do a great job at
classifying the species not only by
species name, but also by locality.

Haworthia in general are tolerant of
varying potting mixes, and success has
been reported with everything from
straight pumice to potting soil - pumice
or perlite mixes, to plain potting soil, and
even garden soil. They like light
fertilization when growing, any balanced
fertilizer will do. Haworthia can be
naturalized as a ground cover, placed
under shrub cover in shadier parts of
California gardens.

Haworthia attenuata cv. Big Band

Most of the plants in this genus offset
easily, and propagation is easy from
offsets. Offsets without roots will put out
roots in just a few weeks. Seed is
sometimes available, and easily
germinates in cool weather, with best
results coming in October, November
and December. The trick with Haworthia
seed is to get enough growth on the
seedlings to allow them to survive their
first summer dormancy. Most losses are
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due to heat and dry weather rather than
over watering.

Haworthias to Hoard:

Haworthia comptoniana is a large,
smooth topped plant that offsets slowly.
The leaves are triangular, and flat
topped, covered with a pattern of lines
that occasionally break down into
patterns of fine white dots. Each clone
has a different pattern.

Haworthia cooperi is a fast growing
species, with a many interesting forms
that vary from having round tips to sharp
points. The leaves are very fat and
almost cylindrical. It is very easy to grow
and make an impressive show
specimen.

Haworthia emelyae has smooth flat
topped triangular leaves with small white
tubercles (dots) that converge into lines
running to the point. The edges of the
leaves near the center of the plant are
almost blood red in winter.

Haworthia pygmaea has sharp pointed
gray-green triangular leaves. The
tubercles are extremely fine, giving the
tops an almost felt like appearance. To
the touch, they feel the same as very
fine sandpaper. The sides of the leaves
are perfectly smooth.

Haworthia retusa v. acuminata has long
sharply pointed leaves, decorated with
white lines and teeth on the edge that
are not visible, but can be easily felt.
The leaves are smooth near the center,
and just slightly rough at the edge.

Haworthia herbaceae

Haworthia truncata is easy to come by,
but slow, and takes several years to
form good looking heads. This has been
the subject of intense work by the
Japanese, and a number of patterns of
white on green-gray have been
developed and propagated.

Haworthia venosa ssp. tessellata has a
large number of leaf forms in cultivation,
some with delicate patterns formed in
nearly flat tops, some deeply incurved as
shown in the picture on the previous
page. An interesting collection can be
made of this species alone.

References
M. B. Bayer, Haworthia Revisited
J. Pilbeam, Haworthia and Astroloba,
A Collectors Guide
M. Sajeva and M. Costanzo,

Succulents, The Illustrated
Dictionary

Tom Glavich March 2006
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Calendar of Events - 2006

*April 8th Liz Alba’s Plant Sale 9am -1pm 5682 Kingsley St., Montclair, CA 91763
For info/directions call (909) 984-6965

*April 8th - 9th South Coast C&SS Show and Sale, South Coast Botanical Gardens, 26300 Crenshaw
Blvd, Palos Verdes, CA. Pho #(310)832-2262.

*April 23rd South Bay Epiphyllium Society Show and Sale, South Coast Botanical Gardens, 26300
Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes, CA Pho #(310)831-1209.

*April 22nd - 23rd Green Scene Plant Sale, Fullerton Arboretum.

*April 22nd - 23rd Anso Borrego Field Trip

May 6th - 7th Sunset C&SS Show and Sale, Veterans Memorial Center, Garden Room, 4117 Overland
Ave, Culver City, CA. Info (310)822-1783

May 13th – 14th Los Angeles Geranium Society Show and Sale, Descanso Gardens (Mother’s Day Week-
end). There will be a selection of species and succulent Pelargoniums at both the show
and sale.

May 20th South Bay Geranium Society Show and Sale. South Coast Botanical Gardens, 26300
Crenshaw Blvd., Palos Verdes, CA. 9am – 5pm.

May 21st Huntington Botanical Gardens Plant Sale, 10-5, Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151
Oxford Road, San Marino, CA.

May 21st Epiphyllium Society Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Ave,
Arcadia, CA. (310)831-1209.

June 3rd - 4th San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society – Show and Sale
Balboa Park, Room 101, San Diego, CA. Info (619) 477-4779

June 10th Gates C&SS 29th Show and Sale. Show (1-4 Sat, 9-4 Sun); Sale (9-4 Sat and Sun),
Jurupa Mountains Cultural Center, 7621 Granite Hill Dr, Glen Avon, CA. Info (909)
360-8802.

Jun 30th- Jul 2nd CSSA Annual Show and Sale – Sale (30th- 2nd)- Show (1st- 2nd) Huntington Botanical
Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA (626) 405-2160 or 2277.

July 15th – 16th Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale
Sepulveda Garden Center, 16633 Magnolia Blvd., Encino, CA
Show Info call (818) 363-3432

August 19th-20th 21st Annual Intercity Cactus and Succulent Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, 301
N. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia, CA . Info Call Tom Glavich (626) 798-2430

September 2nd Huntington Botanical Gardens Succulent Symposium
All Day at the Huntington.

September 24th Long Beach C&SS Annual Auction, Dominguez Adobe, 18127 So. Alameda St.,
Compton (Dominguez Hills), CA.

October 14th-15th SGVC&SS Winter Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia
CA.


