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COMMUNIQUE
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY

An Affiliate of the Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc.
Meetings are held at 7:30 PM on the 2nd Thursday of the month
in the Lecture Hall, Los Angeles County Arboretum, Arcadia

September 2006 Volume 39 Number 9
______________________________________________________________________________

Monthly Meeting: Join us Thursday, September 14th at 7:30 pm when our guest speaker will be
Woody Minnich. Woody’s presentation will be on Gymnos, Acanthos and Soehrensias. New members
you won’t want to miss this. Woody is one of our most knowledgeable members and whether a new
member, or old, we all learn something from his presentations.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________

Plants of the Month: (see attached write ups )

CACTI – Eriosyce SUCCULENT -- Lithops

Yes, we are all a little tired after the Inter-City Show. However, you still want to bring in your Eriosyce and
Lithops to earn points toward prizes to be awarded at the Holiday party.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Study Group: Wednesday, September 20th; Topic Yucca

Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm in the Grapevine Room, San Gabriel Adult
Center, 324 South Mission Drive, San Gabriel (between the San Gabriel Mission and Civic Auditorium).
These exciting events feature expert group leaders and mentors, free give-a-ways (some of the best plants
you’ll ever get!), and lively discussion. Everybody learns something!
_____________________________________________________________________________

Lifetime Member: SGVCCS is proud to honor Tom Glavich with a Lifetime Membership.

In 1988 Tom found himself at the 3rd Inter-City Show and has been hooked
on cacti and succulents ever since. Tom has been very active in SGVCCS
holding a number of positions, including President, and has worked
tirelessly as co-chairman of the Inter-City Show for a number of years. He
is also a member of other local cactus clubs as well as the CSSA where he is
a member of the Board of Directors and interim editor of To the Point. We
all enjoy the articles he writes each month for the COMMUNIQUE
describing Plants of the Month. In addition to writing and teaching about
our hobby, he is an excellent grower.

Congratulations and thanks for all of your many years of service. Our
thanks also to your wife, Jeanette, and your children for supporting you in
your passion.

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Inter-City Show: Thanks to the work and support of many people, we had the best Inter-City Show in
many years. We set many new records, the most important of which is the number of entrants. 89 people
entered plants in the show, 43 of them novices. Both these numbers are records and much higher than we’ve
had in previous years; they bode well for the future of the show. We had many first time entrants and
several first time winners on the trophy table. There were 1636 entries in the show, and when display and
collections were counted approximately 1800 plants. We had more tables on the floor than in any other
show we have ever had. The quality of the entries from Novice through Open was extraordinary!

The biggest plant we could get on a table took an entire 4 foot round table, and two were too large to put on
tables and stood on the floor. The smallest pots were w ell under an inch. We had great public response,
with the Arboretum parking lot full for much of Saturday and Sunday. There were several people who
drove over from Tucson and Phoenix, and at least two who flew down from San Francisco, just to come to
the show. This says a lot about the quality of this year’s show as well as previous years. There were two
people from Denver, who attend most years. They were completely in awe at the quality and size of the
plants, and the care that went into the display including the pots and staging. There is nothing approaching
this show anyplace else.

We won’t single out individual names, because so many people helped make this a great show, but the
contributions of everyone who participated before during and after the show made this one of the best and
easiest of shows to put on. When we add the entrants, the sales people, the judges and clerks, publicity, and
all the people who staffed the back gate, the information table, the cashiers, the holding tables, the food
buying and preparation, and all the others who helped, there were well over 120 people participating in the
show. The three show chairs, the sales chairs and everyone on the show committees appreciate all the time
and energy that went into making this such a success.

The Arboretum management and staff also went out of their way to make this a great show, helping us with
shade, lending us ladders, putting up signs, and getting the show much needed publicity. It was great to see
some of them come back over the weekend with their families to see the show.
______________________________________________________________________________________

New Members: SGVCSS wishes to extend a warm welcome to its newest members Bob Berger, Glen
Carlzen, Soledad Dias, Tom Howard, James and Patricia Lorenzo, John O’Neill, Linda Thunes and
Nick Wilkinson and Kara Suzuki. Carefully review the COMMUNIQUE and the Roster in order to
learn about all of the many benefits of membership in our club. Also take a look at the Club’s website
http://www.sgvcss.com. If you wish to receive your COMMUNIQUE on-line please notify the editor at
sgv_css@prodigy.net.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Member’s Corner: Evelyn Maxwell will be holding a plant sale Saturday, Sept. 2nd at her home
located at 337 N. Sixth St., Montebello, CA from 9am to 1pm. She has multi-colored plumaries,
succulents and geranium hanging baskets.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Club Winter Cactus Show and Sale: Our 13th ANNUAL WINTER SHOW is rapidly
approaching and time to get your plants ready! This is our last major event of the year to raise money for
field trips, books and other events so be sure and promote the show by passing out flyers and telling friends
and neighbors. The show schedule is in the September newsletter and show entry tags will be available at
the next meeting and at the September study group. I will not be at the Winter Show this year but instead
attending a family reunion. Tom Glavich will be in charge, so be sure to give him plenty of help and
support. Set-up: We will need plenty of helpers on Thursday morning (8:30 am) October 12th to set-up
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tables and get the show & sales area ready by noon! Show and sale plants can then start coming in on
Thursday from noon till 9:00 pm. Remember...all show plants must be in by Friday Oct. 13th at 4:00 pm.

Clerks and helpers will be needed Friday evening, October 13th during judging. This is a great opportunity
to hear what the judges are saying and to learn more about the show. If you would like to be part of the
judging process, be sure and sign up at the next meeting! Can’t make the next meeting but want to sign up,
give Vince a call at (714) 738-1422 or email cactoholic@sbcglobal.net.

SHOW DINNER will be Saturday evening, October 14th at 6:00 pm at Ayers Hall in the show area. Dinner
will be a special meal, prepared by Richard Jones Pit BBQ Catering. The menu will include three meats;
Chicken Breast, Beef Brisket (cooked for 16 hours) and Pork Spare Ribs. It will be accompanied by 4 side
dishes including BBQ beans, Green Beans & Almonds, Mixed Green Salad and Seasonal Vegetable
Medley. Also included are Rolls, Butter, BBQ Sauce, Beverage, and Peach Cobbler for dessert. Total cost
is $17.50 per person. There will be an awards presentation, auction and lots of fun! Please be sure to sign
up at the next meeting! All reservations and payments must be in by Thursday, October 12th so the caterer
will know how many people to prepare for. Please reserve your seat with Amber Jones at the next meeting!

2005 Trophy Winners... reminder, if you won a trophy at last years show, please be sure and have your
name engraved on it before the show.

Our club mini shows have been outstanding and I want to encourage everyone to show plants, especially our
new members! See you next meeting...Vince
______________________________________________________________________________________

August Plant-of-the-Month Mini Show Results

Favorite - Cactus Favorite - Succulent
Beginner

1st Pat Swain Mammillaria campotricha 1st Birgh-Dodson Boophane disticha

2nd John Matthews Ariocarpus retusus 2nd Carlos Ruiz Euphorbia capsaintmariensis

3rd Pat Swain Notocactus magnificus 3rd William Molina Euphorbia species

Intermediate

1st Alan Hooker Echinocactus grusonii crest 1st Alan Hooker Cibirhiza albersiana

2nd 2nd Barbara Nolan Ceraria namaquensis

3rd Barbara Nolan Notocactus 3rd Alan Hooker Ipomoea platensis

Advanced

1st The Hemenways Haageocereus crest 1st Rita Gerlach Agave ktsusyokan

2nd Frank Nudge Epithelantha micromeris crest 2nd Rita Gerlach Abromeitiella brevifolia

3rd Rita Gerlach Ariocarpus retusus 3rd The Hemenways Aloe dorothea

3rd Rita Gerlach Mammillaria species 3rd Rita Gerlach Variegated Aloe species

Master

1st No Entries 1st Jim Hanna Operculicarya decaryi

2nd No Entries 2nd Jim Hanna Euphorbia stellata

3rd No Entries 3rd Jim Hanna Ipomoea platense
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society

Cacti of the Month September 2006 – Eriosyce

The genus Eriosyce was first created in 1872,
and consisted of a single species, Eriosyce
sandillon. The cacti of Chile (where almost all
Eriosyce are from) was poorly known. Britton
and Rose, the first great encyclopedical
classifiers kept the genus as monotypic, but
described very similar species as being in the
genus Malacocarpus and Neoporteria, based
on flower shape and the spination of the fruit.
In 1934 Backberg, divided the genus into
Neoporteria, Neochilenia, Islaya,
Horridocactus, and Pyrrhocactus. After this
several others jumped in with several other
short lived generic names, mostly based on
minor differences in floral characteristics.

Fred Kattermann, after more than a decade of
study revised the genus, and placed all the
above genera into Eriosyce. This has been
generally accepted, and is how things appear
in current literature, including the recently
published New Cactus Lexicon.

Nonetheless, show classification, catalogs,
seed and plant lists still divide the genus into
Eriosyce, and Neoporteria, and to a lesser
extent some of the smaller genera.

Eriosyce is a genus from the Central and
Northern Coasts of Chile, and the Southern
Coast of Peru. This area has Mediterranean
climate, with rain in the winter, and mostly dry
summers. The climate is similar to Southern
California, but generally somewhat drier.
Fogs are more frequent, and can sometimes
be the predominant source of water.

Cultivation of Eriosyce is relatively easy.
They will do well in pots in Southern
California, and require protection only from
excessive water and rain in the winter. They

will grow well in the ground, as long as they
are provided with good drainage. They grow
much faster in the ground than they do in
pots, and impressive specimens can be
grown in just a few years.

All of the Eriosyce, and all of the incorporated
genera have great spination, interesting
flowers and are well worth growing.

Eriosyce ceratistes entered in the 2006
Intercity Show by Carol and Paul Maker

References:

Britton and Rose, The Cactaceae
Cullman, Gotz and Groner, The
Encyclopedia of Cacti
Pilbeam, J., Cacti for the Connoisseur
Innes, C. and Glass, C., Cacti

Tom Glavich August 2006
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San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society

Succulent of the Month September 2006 - Lithops

Lithops are the most remarkable of all the
succulent plants. At a gross level, they are very
simple. All you get are two leaves, each mostly
filled with water holding cells. They are dormant
when the weather is too hot or too cold, and grow
most in the spring.

Lithops lesliei C343

On a fine level, no other genus has such a wealth
of variation in color, shape, texture and pattern.
(except maybe Conophytum).

Lithops bromfieldii C348

There are just under 60 species, about 800 or so
known local variations of the species, and a few
hundred named and unnamed cultivars.

Lithops dorotheae

No two Lithops plants look the same, yet a
knowledgeable grower can identify most species.

Lithops karasmontana “mickbergensis” C169

There are as many successful ways of growing
Lithops as there are growers, and the cultivation
practices are modified to fit individual habits, and
local microclimates. The basic cultivation routine
is: Stop watering after flowering, or at the end of
November, except for L. optica which needs water
until the end of December. Start watering after
the old leaves completely dry. (Usually late March
or Early April) Water freely during the summer.
Grow them in an open, fast draining mix. Most
growers use at least 50% pumice, some sand,
and little organic material. Keep peat out of the
mix. Some good growers fertilize frequently,
some hardly ever. Keep them dry during the
winter.


