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COMMUNIQUE
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY

An Affiliate of the Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc.
Meetings are held at 7:30 PM on the 2nd Thursday of the month
in the Palm Room, Los Angeles County Arboretum, Arcadia

April 2008 Volume 41 Number 4
_______________________________________________________________________________

Monthly Meeting: Join us Thursday, April 10th at 7:30 pm. Kelly Griffin from Rancho Soledad
Nursery, who also finds time to be a world traveler, will present a slide show entitled “A Month in
Madagascar”.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Plants of the Month: (see attached write ups)

CACTI – Coryphanta & Escobaria SUCCULENT – Miniature Agaves
Bring your specimens in for our monthly mini-show. It will help you prepare for the real shows and give you
an additional opportunity to show others your pride and joy. If you don’t have any of this type of plant you
can learn about them at the meeting
_________________________________________________________________________

Study Group: Wednesday, April 16th; Topic – Seed Workshop

Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm in the Palm Room at the LA County
Arboretum, 301 N Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia. Join us for a hand’s on workshop. Not only will you learn
how to plant seeds but you will go home with seeds planted and ready to grow.
_________________________________________________________________________

Refreshments: The following club members have signed up to bring refreshments for the April meeting:
Rene Hernandez, Louise Stack and Betty Farfan. Remember the first three people to sign up and bring
refreshments will receive a plant.
_________________________________________________________________________

New Members: SGVCSS wishes to extend a warm welcome to its newest members: Robert Greenberg,
Stephanie McIntosh, Jason Warner, Rochelle and Jim Siegrist, Rodney Wilkinson, Armida Saucedo
and Jeanette Cox. Be sure to take a look at the Club’s website http://www.sgvcss.com. If you wish to
receive your COMMUNIQUE on-line please notify the editor at sgv_css@prodigy.net.
_________________________________________________________________________

Board Meeting: There will be a brief Board Meeting before the Study Group on April 16th. The meeting
will start at 7pm.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you Note: A special “thanks” to our members who went out to their cars and brought in flashlights
in case we needed them. For those of you who missed the March meeting, the power went out for about 15
minutes near the start of the meeting. The emergency lights provided a candlelight environment until the
main power came back on just after we started the meeting.
________________________________________________________________________________________
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March-08 Plant-of-the-Month Mini Show Results

Cacti Stenocactus & Thelocactus Succulent- Miniature Aloes

Beginner

1st Pat Swain T. lophothele 1st Cindy Arakaki A. " Lizard Lips "
2nd Pat Swain T. heterochromus 2nd Cindy Arakaki A. " Bleck Hybrid "
3rd Glen & Linda Carlzen T. ochoteraneus 3rd Cindy Arakaki A. " Black Hat "

3rd Pat Swain A. descoingsii
Intermediate

1st Alex Abrahamian S. Albatus 1st T. Dodson-H. Birgh A variegata
2nd Mike Green T. tulensis ssp matudue 2nd John Matthews A. descoingsii
3rd Barbara Hall T. bicolor v schotti 3rd John Matthews A. humilis

Advanced

1st Paul & Carol Maker T. macdowellii 1st Tom Vermilion A. " Spikes "
2nd Rita Gerlach T. rinconensis 2nd Rita Gerlach A. jucunda
3rd Paul & Carol Maker T. rinconensis 2nd Rita Gerlach A. descoingsii

3rd Frank Nudge A. descoingsii
3rd Buck & Yvonne Hemenway A. jucunda

Master
1st No Entries 1st Jim Hanna A. "Cha-Cha"
2nd 2nd Jim Hanna A. "Hey Babe"
3rd 3rd Tom Glavich A. humilis

__________________________________________________________________________

CACTUS AND SUCCULENT
CALENDAR OF UP COMING EVENTS FOR 2008

APR. 12th - 13th SOUTH COAST CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW & SALE AT SO. COAST
BOTANICALGARDENS 26300 CRENSHAW BL., PALOS VERDES, CA # 310-832-2262

APR 19th - 20th GREEN SCENE PLANT SALE—AT THE FULLERTON ARBORETUM
1900 ASSOCIATED ROAD, FULLERTON, CA 92831

MAY 4th SOUTH BAY EPIPHYLLIUM SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE
SOUTH COAST BONTANICAL GARDENS INFO. CALL-310-833-6823

MAY 3rd - 4th SUNSET CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE
VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER, GARDEN ROOM
4117 OVERLAND AVE. CULVER CITY, CA. INFO. #310-822-1783

MAY 18th HUNTINGTON PLANT SALE 10 TO 5 HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL
GARDEN 1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA 626-405-2160

MAY 18th EPIPHYLLIUM SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE
LOS ANGELES COUNTY ARBORETUM, ARCADIA, CA 310-670-8148

JUNE 7th - 8th SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY –SHOW AND SALE
BALBOA PARK, ROOM 101, SAN DIEGO, CA. INFO.--#619-477-4779

JUNE 14th GATES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY 29th SHOW AND SALE----SAT. 9 TO 4
JURUPA MOUNTAINS CULTURAL CENTER, 7621 GRANITE HILL DRIVE, GLEN AVON, CA
INFO. 909-360-8802
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San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society

Cacti of the Month April 2008 – Coryphantha and Escobaria

Coryphantha and Escobaria are two closely
related genera. They are both also closely
related to Mammillaria, and almost all of the
species have been described at one time or
another as members of all three genera.

Coryphantha radians

Both Coryphantha and Escobaria have
furrowed tubercles (Mammillaria do not), and
most Coryphantha have extra floral nectaries
(glands that produce nectar located in the skin
of the plant), while Escobaria do not. The
furrow is a groove that goes from the tip to the
base of the tubercle. It is sometimes obvious,
and sometimes so faint that it is hard to see.
There are also floral differences, with
Escobaria flowers tending to fringed petals
while Coryphantha flowers have simple
petals. Both Coryphantha and Escobaria
flower from the top of the plant, rather from a
ring of tubercles a further down the plant.

Both of these genera have some spectacular
species, and both are neglected by most
collectors. They are relatively easy to grow,
and are temporarily out of fashion, although
Coryphantha has recently become more
popular.

Escobaria minima

Coryphantha is a medium sized genus of
mostly globular plants from Mexico and the
Southwestern United States. The range of
Coryphantha overlaps that of Thelocactus,
stretching through Texas into Oklahoma in the
North, and continuing into Arizona, and
California to San Bernardino. In the South,
the genus stretches to Oaxaca. The center of
the range is the central states of Mexico, San
Luis Potosi, Zacatecas, and Nuevo eon.
There are about 50 to 80 species depending
on the reference chosen, and the accepted
extent of the genus. They are grown for their
beautiful spination and large, colorful flowers.

Escobaria has about 23 species, some
variable. It covers the range from Central
Mexico to Southern Canada, with two species
accounting for most of the very wide range.

Cultivation of both genera is similar to
Mammillaria, except that Coryphantha are
more sensitive to over watering, and in
general, somewhat more prone to rot. They
start growing a little later in the year than
Mammillaria, and stay in active growth later
into the summer. Too much water before
active growth starts can lead to their demise.
Overall, cultivation is not difficult, and well
within the capability of all growers. Since
many come from the Southwestern United
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States and higher elevations in Mexico they
are tolerant of cold, when dry, and should
pose no difficult environmental problems in
Southern California.

Coryphantha elephantidens

Particularly Interesting Species

Coryphantha durangensis is extremely
woolly, with the wool being so dense that it
covers the areoles and spreads to entirely
hide the body.

Coryphantha elephantidens is another of
the woollier species, this time with red to
reddish-brown spines. It has large tubercules,
and offsets at the base. A large multiheaded
specimen is a hard plant to beat.

Coryphantha recurvata is a large, often
single headed species with dense interlaced
yellow spines on a green body. Given time, it
offsets from the body. The top of the plant is
often so densely spined that it appears
completely yellow, particularly when it is in full
growth. As the plant matures, the lower
spines turn a light tan, and then reddish-

brown giving larger plants impressive shading.
It can grow quite large, to eight inches or
more tall, and semi-cylindrical rather than
globular.

Coryphantha sulcata v. nichelsai

Coryphantha sulcata offsets quickly to form
large clumps. It has white spines, and a
yellow flower.

Escobaria minima from Brewster County,
Texas is an endangered species in the wild.
Seed is available and cultivated plants are not
hard to come by.

References
I. Lawrie, Coryphantha and Associated
Genera
Cullman, Gotz and Groner, The
Encyclopedia of Cacti
J. Pilbeam, Cacti for the Connoisseur

Tom Glavich March 2008
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San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society

Succulent of the Month April 2008 – Miniature Agaves

The Agave family, like the Cactaceae family,
is entirely new world in origin, although many
members have been naturalized around the
world. Agaves are not known for being true
miniature plants. Almost all, except for a few
horticultural wonders get much too big. For
this month’s mini-show, we will accept
anything in a pot 6 inches or less as being a
Miniature Agave.

Agaves are native to Southern North America,
Mexico, Central America, Northern South
America and the West Indies. Most of the
smaller forms come from Mexico and Arizona,
perhaps because these species are easier to
grow and more variants have been
discovered.

Agave pumila

Although many members of this genus grow
very large with age, they are particularly good
looking as seedlings, and can be kept small
for many years in pots. This is a good
method for showing smaller (miniature)
agaves. An added advantage is that young
agaves often will offset. The offsets can be
removed and potted up, and then used to
replace the mother plant when it gets too
large to enjoy.

All described below are easily grown in
Southern California. They can remain
unprotected in pots or the ground year-round.
They thrive with regular feeding with any
general purpose fertilizer.

They appear best when they are cleaned
regularly, with debris removed from the
leaves, and dead leaves removed to prevent
insects from making homes.

Some Agaves will get sunken spots on the
leaves when grown in pots. This blemish
takes several years to heal, but can be
avoided by pruning the roots back to about
1/3 of their length and then repotting.

Agave ‘Kissygokan’
Entered in the 2003 CSSA Show by Jim

Hanna, photo T. Nomer

All Agave are easily grown from seed, the
difficulty for most species is in getting seed.
Increasing interest in the genus has made this
easier, with many species now available on
some of the better seed lists, but there still
are many species and cultivars that are not
available. Seed should be started when the
weather turns warm and night temperatures
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are consistently above 50 F. This allows
constant growth through the first summer, and
prevents seedling loss.

Some of the smaller growing species include:

Agave titanota from Sierra Mixteca. Some
forms are full grown at 18 inches with
spectacular brown teeth and spines. There
are several clones of this species in
cultivation. They are all slow, allowing this to
be a miniature for years.

Agave utahensis and its varieties grow to 10
to 20 inches across. The narrow tooth leaves
have long sharp ends. var. nevadendis is
particularly beautiful when well grown. The
long ends of the leaves twist.

Agave xylonacantha

Agave xylonacantha, shown above is from
central Mexico. It is a strong grower and pups
quickly, so it needs frequent repotting and

restarting to stay neat. It has great hooked
teeth.

Agave victoria-reginae is one of the best
and showiest of all the Agaves. It is readily
available, and easy to grow. It needs care to
keep it clean and spotless, but it is easy to
grow and a perennial show winner. This is a
variable species, with some very large clones
and some small clones in cultivation.

Agave toumeyana and particularly A.
toumeyana v. bella are great small species
with incised white bands and fraying edges.

Agave pumila shown on the previous page is
a wonderful small species, rarely offsetting
and staying small for many years. It is one of
the slowest growing of all species. If put in
the ground, it will grow rapidly and lose its
small plant character. It will stay happy,
healthy and stunted for many years in a small
pot.

Agave ‘Kissygokan’ also shown on the
previous page is one of the wonders of
Japanese horticulture.

References

H. Gentry, The Agave Family in Sonora
M. & G. Irish, Agaves, Yuccas and Related

Plants

Tom Glavich March 2008
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FIRST CLASS MAIL

If you have a cactus or succulent related event that you’d like to have announced in the COMMUNIQUE,
please forward the information to the address given below. Please verify event dates - sometimes events are
rescheduled or canceled without adequate advance notice. Articles, Notices and Corrections can be sent via
E-mail to: sgv_css@prodigy.net or via post to: San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society Newsletter
Editor, c/o Evelynn Stevens, 10119 ½ E. Olive St., Temple City, CA 91780-3345. Material must be received
by the last Thursday of the month to be considered for publication in the next issue of the COMMUNIQUE.

Material in the SGVCSS COMMUNIQUE may be reprinted by nonprofit organizations (unless such permission is expressly denied
in a note accompanying the material) provided proper credit is given to the SGVCSS and the author and that one copy of the
publication containing the reprinted material be sent to the editor. Reproduction in whole or part by any other organization or
publication without the permission of the publisher is prohibited

.

COMMUNIQUE
Newsletter of the San Gabriel Valley
Cactus and Succulent Society
C/o Evelynn Stevens
10119 ½ E Olive Street
Temple City, CA 91780


